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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 27 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 5 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 5 and 28 recite the limitation said query viewing client application. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
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only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-3, 7, 8, 27, 31 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Namikata et al. [USP 5,996,003]. 

Regarding claims 1 and 27, Namikata teaches a computer implemented 
collaboration system comprising: 

a data management tier including at least one data source (FIG. 1 , DOCUMENT 
STORING UNIT 3); 

a repository tier including at least one repository server associated with said at least one data 
source (INFORMATION MANAGEMENT CONTROL UNIT 1 and SELECTING UNIT 4, 
Col. 4, Lines 1 0-22 and 30-32) and enabled for accessing data items within said at least one data 
source (Col. 4, Lines 30-32) using access methods native to said at least one data source (Col. 4, 
Lines 38-44) to create at least one document including data items selected from said at least one data . 
source (Col. 4, Lines 30-32, and 36-37), said at least one document being associable with at least 
one conference accessible to a plurality of participants (Col. 4, Lines 52-60); 

a user interface tier including at least one client tool enabled for displaying the data items 
within said at least one data source on a user terminal connectable with said computer implemented 
collaboration system (FIG. 1, DOCUMENT LIST DISPLAY UNIT 11 and DOCUMENT 
DISPLAY UNIT 13, Col. 4, Lines 64-Col. 5, Line 3, Col. 5, Lines 30-35); 

a services tier including at least one data channel server associated with said at least one 
document, said at least one data channel server being created when said at least one document is 
associated with said at least one conference (FIG. 5D, TWO-LAYER STRUCTURE, Col. 5, 
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Lines 36-41 ), said at least one data channel server providing an interface between said at least one 
repository server and said at least one client tool (TWO-LAYER STRUCTURE is an interface 
between DOCUMENT DISPLAY UNIT and INFORMATION MANAGEMENT CONTROL 
UNIT); and 

at least one extended property associated with each data item within said at least one data 
source, said at least one extended property being maintained within said at least one data channel 
server and available for display by said at least one client tool only within said at least one conference 
with which said at least one document is associated (FIG. 5A, POINTER ON/OFF, or SYNC 
ON/OFF is a displayed extended property by DOCUMENT DISPLAY UNIT, and 
maintained by TWO-LAYER STRUCTURE, Col. 8, Lines 1 1-56; as in FIG. 9A is the 
association of extended property with each data item). 

Regarding claims 2 and 31 , Namikata teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claims 1 and 27, Namikata further discloses at least one extended property 
comprises one of a visualization property and a control property for use in displaying the data items 
with said at least one client tool (FIG. 5A, POINTER ON/OFF, or SYNC ON/OFF). 

Regarding claim 3, Namikata teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claim 1 , Namikata further discloses a plurality of client tools enabled for 

displaying the data items within said at least one data source (FIG. 5B). 

Regarding claim 7, Namikata teaches all of the claimed subject matter as 
discussed above with respect to claim 1 , Namikata further discloses a conference manager 
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client tool enabled for managing communication between multiple user terminals connectable with 
said computer implemented collaboration system (FIG. 1, TRANSMITTING UNIT 5). 

Regarding claims 8 and 33, Namikata teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claims 1 and 27, Namikata further discloses at least one extended property is 
maintained in said at least one data channel server in a directed a-cyclic graphical form (FIG. 9A-B). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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Claims 5, 6 and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Namikata et al. [USP 5,996,003] in view of Skarbo et al. [USP 
6,317,777 B1]. 

Regarding claims 5 and 28, Namikata teaches all the claimed subject matters as 
discussed in claims 1 and 27, Namikata further discloses a library server providing an 
interface between said query viewing client application and said at least one repository server 
(Namikata, FIG. 1 ), but fails to teach a query viewing client tool enabled for use in constructing 
queries for selecting data from said at least one data source meeting particular criteria; a library server 
providing an interface between said query viewing client application and said at least one repository 
server (Skarbo, FIG. 1B). Skarbo teaches a document-collaboration videoconferencing 
system between a first and a second conference attendee (Abstract). Skarbo further 
discloses a query viewing client tool enabled for use in constructing queries for selecting data from 
said at least one data source meeting particular criteria (Skarbo, FIG. 3). It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the Namikata system by including the technique of constructing queries as taught by 
Skarbo in order to search for a particular document for the conference. 

Regarding claim 6, Namikata and Skarbo, in combination, teach all of the 
claimed subject matter as discussed above with respect to claim 5, Skarbo further 
discloses query viewing client tool is enabled for use in constructing at least one of a standing query 
and a static query (Skarbo, FIG. 3). 
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Regarding claim 29, Namikata and Skarbo, in combination, teach all of the 
claimed subject matter as discussed above with respect to claim 28, Namikata further 
discloses query viewing client tool is enabled for use in constructing at least one of a standing query 
and a static query (Namikata, FIG. 5B), wherein a document representing data items selected as a 
result of a standing query is updated when the selected data items change (Namikata, Col. 1 8, 
Lines 52-61). 

Regarding claim 30, Namikata and Skarbo, in combination, teach all of the 
claimed subject matter as discussed above with respect to claim 27, Namikata further 

discloses a conference manager client tool enabled for managing communication between multiple 
user terminals connectable with said computer implemented collaboration system , each said document 
being placed within a conference managed by said at least one conference manager client tool (FIG. 
1, TRANSMITTING UNIT 5). 

Claims 4 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Namikata et al. [USP 5,996,003] in view of Simonoff [USP 6,463,460 B1]. 

Regarding claims 4 and 32, Namikata teaches all the claimed subject matters as 

discussed in Claims 3 and 27, but fails to disclose client tools include a list viewer, a map 
viewer, and an X-Y data plotter. Simonoff teaches a client tool include a list viewer, a map viewer, 
and an X-Y data plotter (Simonoff, FIG. 4). It would have been obvious for one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a list viewer, map viewer 
and X-Y data plotter as taught by Simonoff in order to visualize data for a conference. 

Claims 9 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Namikata et al. [USP 5,996,003] in view of Goldberg et al. [USP 6,430,556 B1]. 

Regarding claims 9 and 34, Namikata teaches all the claimed subject matters as 

discussed in Claims 1 and 27, but fails to discloses at least one repository server, said at least 
one client tool, and said at least one data channel server are implemented within a CORBA framework, 
Goldberg teaches CORBA for implementing query tool (Goldberg, FIG. 4). It would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
use CORBA to implement query tool in order to query distributed object over the 
network. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HUNG Q PHAM whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4040. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, JOHN E BREENE can be reached on 571-272-4107. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Examiner Hung Pham 
March 21,2005 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 




